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see us, except rarely some of Membertou’s family,
to bring us some offering from the chase. Then there
was great [185] feasting and hilarity, and our people
would begin to feel a little encouraged. The most
grievous thing was their dread of the season, when
they considered the long duration of disagreeable
months to be endured.

The Jesuits tried, both privately and in public, to
comfort all and every one during this season of mis-
ery. And it happened that on the third Sunday
after Christmas, when the Gospel Vinum non habent
is read, Father Biard exhorted the Company to be of
good cheer, and to take the glorious virgin Mary for
an advocate with her compassionate Son in every
need, spiritual and corporal, as through her interces-
sion the wine of consolation would never be wanting
to those who have her as a guest and a mother. The
service ended, Father Biard addressed himself to
sieur de Biencourt, and, pointing to his companions,
[186] said laughingly, Vinum non habent: begging
him to give them the little that remained, adding that
his heart told him they would soon have succor,—at
the farthest, during the present month, namely, in
January; and perhaps it would be seen that he had
unwittingly prophesied. His Companions were de-
lighted, and, in their joy after drinking, said, ‘‘Now,
truly, we have the courage to wait and see if the
Father is a Prophet.”” And certainly he made a
lucky hit, for a ship reached us just one week after-
ward, which we had to go a long way out to seek.



